
 

 
 
 

Guidelines - Nominations for the East Middlesbrough Covid Community 
Awards 2021 

 

Do you know an unsung community champion? We’d love to hear from you! 
 
1. Community organisations, local businesses and individual volunteers make a huge 

contribution to lives across East Middlesbrough  
 
2. They also help to deliver a wide range of critical services, from organising lunch clubs and 

helping in schools, running cultural and social events, walking dogs, helping elderly 
neighbours, volunteering at youth groups and organisations and community libraries/hubs, 
and so much more. 
 

3. These awards aren’t just about recognising length of service to a community – we want to 
highlight fantastic contributions made by residents of all ages who have improved the lives 
of others, or gone that extra mile.  The awards honour local people and organisations or 
businesses that have made a real difference to our community and officially recognise the 
achievements that have been made. 
 

4. 2020 was an unprecedented year and many individuals, groups and businesses went above 
and beyond to help people in our community during the coronavirus pandemic. It would 
therefore be great to recognise these contributions in this year’s East Middlesbrough Covid 
Community Champions  Awards scheme.  Please choose what you feel to be the most 
suitable category from the list below. Don’t worry if you’re not sure - some nominees may 
fit in more than one category, so we will make sure all nominations are considered for the 
most appropriate award. 

 
5. The Award Categories are: 

 
Improving Communities Award 
We're looking for a business, community organisation, or person who has made a 
significant contribution to the conservation and protection of the natural environment. 
They work with others to make East Middlesbrough better. From running community 
projects to organising community litter-picks, and everything in between - we're looking 
for anyone who helps to improve the area they live in. 
 
Volunteer of the Year 
We're looking for a business, community organisation, or person who gives up their time 
for the benefit of others. For this award, we welcome nominations for people of all ages 
and for all types of volunteering, including charities, businesses, or individuals - we're 
looking for anyone who's focused on making people happier.  



 
                                                                                                                                 
 
Covid Hero 
For this award, we want to hear about those special people whose dedication and integrity 
has made a difference to others during the coronavirus pandemic. The Covid Hero award 
will recognise someone who has improved people’s lives or their community in a time of 
crisis. 
 

 
Citizen of the Year 
This award recognises someone who's gone the extra mile to help and support others, and 
who is passionate about making a difference in their community. They inspire others and 
are a true shining beacon in the local area. The person you nominate must live in East 
Middlesbrough (TS3 Postcode). 
 
Local East Middlesbrough Business of the Year 
A local business in East Middlesbrough that has gone above and beyond for their local 
community and made a big difference. 
 

 
Who can be nominated? 

 
6. The East Middlesbrough Covid Community Awards uses an ‘open’ nomination scheme. This 

means that anyone can nominate a resident, group, organisation or business who have 
helped people within Middlesbrough for an Award as long as the nominee meets the 
criteria for that award.   

 
 
When can nominations be made? 
 
7. Nominations can be made from 1st November 2021.  Nomination forms can be downloaded 

from the Youth Focus North East website (www.youthfocusne.org.uk/covid-champions-
nominations/), or you can request them by calling 07311 787719 or sending an e-mail to 
emma@youthfocusne.org.uk . If you have any difficulty in completing the form, please 
contact us. 

 
8. Nominations that are illegible, have been altered, reconstructed, forged or tampered with 

or incomplete will not be accepted.  Anyone can be nominated. 
 
When is the closing date for nominations for the East Middlesbrough Covid Community 
Champions Awards? 
 
9. Nominations can be made until 12noon on Wednesday 24th November 2021 
 
10. They can be sent by e-mail to emma@youthfocusne.org.uk - post: Youth Focus North East, 

Pallister Park Centre, Ormebsy Road, Middlesbrough, TS3 7AR 
 
How will the winners of the awards be decided? 
 
11. Following the deadline date, all the nominations will be passed to the East Middlesbrough 

Covid Community Awards Judging Panels who will meet at the end of November to draw 
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up a shortlist of finalists and select the winner of each award category.  Shortlisting will be 
based on information provided in the nomination forms.  A minimum of three nominees 
per category will be shortlisted.  Please include as much information as you can on the 
person/group/business you are nominating to assist the judging panel in choosing a winner.   
The decision of the awards panel is final and the panel reserves the right not to make 
awards if there are no eligible nominations.   

 
Who will be on the East Middlesbrough Covid Community Champions Awards Panel? 
 
12. The judging panel will consist of representation form Youth Focus North East, Active Tees 

Valley and Young people from East Middlesbrough 
 
13. All nominations will be judged on how the individual, community group or business has 

tackled issues that affect people living in East Middlesbrough, made a difference to their 
community and helped get people involved and inspired others.  

 
When will the winners be announced? 
 
14. Those shortlisted will be announced at the beginning of December, and will be invited to 

attend an Awards Ceremony in Middlebeck, Pallister Park on Sunday 12th December 2021.  
Each shortlisted entry shall receive tickets to attend the Awards Ceremony. 

 
15. In the event that a shortlisted entry is unable to attend the Awards Ceremony, then he/she 

may (subject to giving prior reasonable notice) nominate someone to attend the Awards 
Ceremony on his/her behalf. 

 
16. At the Awards Ceremony winners for each category will be announced. The decision of the 

panel of judges (acting reasonably) will be final. 
 
17. The winner of each category will be awarded with an engraved trophy for the relevant 

award and the two runners up in each category will receive a framed certificate. 
 
 
Who is supporting the event? 
 
18. The East Middlesbrough Covid Community Awards are sponsored by local companies.  

Confirmed sponsors are: Youth Focus North East, Active Tees Valley, Everyone Active, PC 
Scaffolding, Boro Soccer School, G2 Events, Cheer Star, Isla Bloom, Antony High, and Sag 
Hussain 

 
Important nomination information: 
 

• A separate form must be completed for each nomination. 
 

• Nomination forms that highlight more than one category will be disqualified. 
 

• Please complete the nomination form with as much relevant information as you can. 
 

• Please ensure your applications are returned by 12noon on Wednesday 24th November 
2021 
 



• If your nominee is a finalist we may contact you for further information. 
 

• You will need to inform the person / group / organisation / business that they have been 
nominated for an award as we will need to contact them if they are shortlisted. 
 

• We will only contact nominees who have made the shortlist. 
 

• Appropriate checks will be made on short-listed nominations prior to the decision to 
make an Award and Awards will only recognise those who have acted with honesty and 
integrity. The eligibility criteria are subject to review at any point. 
 

• All nominations and correspondence will be treated with the strictest confidentiality. 
 

• Youth Focus North East and Active Tees Valley are collating information for the sole 
purpose of evaluating the nominations for the East Middlesbrough Covid Community 
Champions Awards.   
 

• Personal information is collected as part of the nomination process to enable us to assess 
the nominations and to communicate directly with nominees and nominators. The 
contact details will be used to send letters and to arrange judging.  
 

• You should note that the personal information from shortlisted applications for the East 
Middlesbrough Covid Community Champions Awards will be kept for a period of two 
years. 
 

• For more information about how Youth Focus North East uses your data, please see our  
Privacy Notice. 
 

• The Awards Panel’s decision is final. 
 

• Nominees for the Awards can be of any age and from any background. However, if you 
are nominating someone who is under 18, please make sure you have a parent’s or 
guardian's permission to do so. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
           


